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Unbelievably, we’re now into the fourth full day of the 
2008 season and the Pemi program is truly in full swing. 
Those of you who dropped your boys on Saturday will 
appreciate the vaguely arctic conditions that characterized 
Opening Day, and the persistent downpour with which 
Sunday opened did little to reassure any of us who wondered 
why the flighty weather gods were doing this to Pemi as it 
kicked off its second hundred. But by 10 AM of that first 
complete day, the clouds vanished, the sun burst forth, and 
we’ve essentially been enjoying an uninterrupted stretch of 
fine weather since. For this much thanks. 
 
Saturday evening, after our traditional meal of pizza and 
Rockets (some things never changing), we enjoyed the first 
camp fire of the season: featured campers were Ezra Nugiel 
with a thoroughly mystifying card trick; Harry Eifler and 
Peter Ionno, humming a circus tune and spinning devil 
sticks respectively; and James Richardson, stealing the show 
with a death-defying solution of the dreaded Rubik’s Cube 
puzzle. The display of musical talent from various staff 
combos promised great things for future gatherings. 
 
Sunday may have been deemed “the day to stand in line” – 
waiting for health checks, weigh-in, and medical checks – 
but lots of a more dynamic sort happened as well.  One of 
the banner events was the annual Senior Scavenger Hunt, in 
which teams of our older campers, disposable cameras in 
hand, sought to document the visual “answers” to a score of 
camp-related questions. Few punches were pulled by the 
organizers, as “Find a bald director” was one of the 
climactic imperatives. Then again, anyone familiar with 
Bean Soup will realize that Pemi leadership have never shied 
away from sacrificing a measure of dignity to the cause of 
good fun (not that they’re had much choice in the matter.) 
That evening, after an amiable all-camp cook-out, the entire 
community gathered in the Lodge to hear a quartet of 
directors and former directors talk about various aspects of 
Pemi’s past: the history of our valley (Al Fauver); the fourth 
of the original “Docs,” John Herbert Nichols (Tom Reed, 
Sr.); the evolution of music and performance at Pemi (Tom 
Reed, Jr.) and camp athletics over the years (Jon Fauver). 
The remarkable attentiveness of front-row Juniors 
throughout the 45-minute presentation suggests that the past 
still matters here, something we find very gratifying. 
 
Instructional activities, or “occupations,” began on Monday, 
as Program Head Porter Hill managed to orchestrate 170 
campers into 30-plus activities parceled out over four hours. 
To name just a few: baseball, soccer, goalkeeping, beginning 
lacrosse, instructional swim, conditioning, Silver 

Cornet/Jazz Band, bass guitar, drums, beginning 
windsurfing, waterskiing, archery, creative writing, 
Ukrainian eggs, wooly critters (felted sculpture!), 
environmental sculpture, junior environmental exploration, 
and beginning astronomy (to take advantage of our new, 
tracking telescope.) Considering the logistics, the day went 
extraordinarily smoothly, everything unfolding under 
flawlessly blue skies. That evening marked the 99th serving 
of Bean Soup, with editors James Finley and Jack Stratton 
serving up a steamy goulash of fact and fiction to a 
universally appreciative house. Predictions were that some 
might fall out of their chairs with laughter, and Kai 
Soderberg and John Powell Cooper (both from Junior One) 
obliged. The evening traditionally ends with “Things to 
Look For,” the ultimate item always being “A Better Bean 
Soup.” It was hard to imagine anything better than James’s 
take on Tecumseh staff training or young Harry Eifler’s 
riotous reconstruction of “Pemi Rules 1908.” 
 
Yesterday (Tuesday) ushered in the first off-campus trips of 
the summer, with Uppers Three and Four tackling our rocky 
neighbor, Mt. Cube, and Upper One paddling across the lake 
for chili al fresco at Flat Rock. (We’ve followed up today 
with two-day overnights for Juniors One, Two, and Three.)  
Kicking off the athletic season, the Ten-and-Under soccer 
team went undefeated in the 2008 Baker Valley Tournament 
(BVT), drawing Camp Walt Whitman 3-3 before racking up 
a win against Moosilauke (2-0) and securing a come-from-
behind tie with a very talented Kingswood squad (2-2). 
Goals to Charlie Parsons (2), Will Robbins, Charlie Scott, 
Jamie Nicholas, Ned Roosevelt, and Adair Simpson 
highlighted the offensive effort, while Charlie Scott earned a 
shut-out in the nets. Meanwhile, on the big diamond, the 
Thirteens dominated Walt Whitman, tallying 11 runs to the 
Poets’ 2. Owen Gray turned in a superb play at third to stop 
a steal, Mason Challinor doubled and tripled, and Anthony 
Kanellopoulos (our gutsy rookie from Greece) stepped up to 
live pitching for the first time in his life and slapped a brisk 
single off the first pitch. Closing out the day, the Twelves’ 
hoops team traveled to Moosilauke and retuned with the 
BVT trophy, downing Walt Whitman 22-9, Moosilauke 20-
12, and Kingswood 29-20. Big Men Danny Murphy, Dan 
Fulham, and John Dowling dominated the boards, aided and 
abetted on defense by Dana Wensberg, Will Reid, and 
Ridley Wills. Isaac Simons showed some slick ball-handling 
at point guard, and David Merkel drained a three-pointer to 
seal one of the wins. All in all, a great day for Pemi 
athletics, with a huge cast of avid participants – and not a 
few pleasing results. We’ll be sure to keep you posted on 
future mini-Olympiads. 
 
We will now continue with our staff introductions, this year 
letting “management” and program heads speak in their own 
words: 
 



Jonathan Fauver – Director: “I’ve been part of Pemi for 
roughly forty years as camper, counselor, director, and 
owner. In the mid 90’s, I began our Pemi West outdoor 
leadership program, frequent training ground for Pemi staff. 
Beyond the office, I oversee all waterfront activities, 
including swimming, water-skiing, kayaking, and boating. I 
also take great pride in having our beautiful grounds and 
buildings ready for you sons. After graduating from Brown 
University, I went on to Tuck School at Dartmouth for an 
MBA and then to the University of Connecticut for a JD. 
After working at The Travelers, I founded an LBO fund, 
which I sold in the mid 90’s.” 
 
Thomas Reed Jr. – Director: “2008 will be my 46th year on 
the Pemi rolls as either a camper or staff member. I’ve been 
a director since the ‘80’s, with my duties outside the office 
including overseeing the kitchen and running the trip 
program. Jon and I also relish the chance to get out on the 
soccer pitch to help with coaching. I attended Yale College 
(1969), did my Ph.D. at UVA, and have taught English 
literature and film at Dickinson College in Carlisle PA since 
1977.”   
 
Fred Seebeck – Assistant Director: “I joined the Pemi 
family in 1963 as a Junior and I’ve enjoyed the challenges 
and rewards of serving the camp community for 33 summers 
since. From Windsor, CT, I teach Freshman and Senior 
English at the Loomis-Chaffee School. I continue to devote 
most of my time at Pemi to the waterfront, instructing in 
swimming, water polo, and sailing. I’m also a member of the 
Nature staff as well as Czar of Pemi Week. My B.A. and 
M.A. are from Brown University.” 
 
Rob Follansbee – Head of the Junior Camp:  “This will be 
my thirteenth full summer at camp. Most of my years were 
spent as the counselor of Junior One, and I am excited to be 
back in the Junior Camp again this summer as Head. I’ll also 
be teaching and coaching lacrosse, soccer, tennis, baseball, 
and astronomy. I’ve spent the last four winters as a teacher, 
most recently at the Taft School. I’ll be attending the 
Klingenstein Center at Columbia University next Fall for a 
Master’s in Private School Leadership, and hope to follow 
with a Ph.D. soon after. My B.A. is from Williams.” 
 
Charlie Malcolm – Head of Athletics: “Now from Gill, 
Massachusetts, I oversee Pemi’s many athletic teams, 
coaching soccer and baseball as well. In the winters, I’m a 
history teacher and Head Soccer Coach at Northfield Mt. 
Hermon. My father was a Pemi camper (in Tom Reed Sr.’s 
cabin!) and I came up through the ranks as a boy and 
counselor. I was a Wittenberg undergrad and earned my 
M.A. from Boston College. This will be my 24th summer 
here.” 
 

James Finley – Head of Staff: “I coordinate counselors’ 
duties and time-off. This is my 14th summer at Pemi, after 
years as a camper, trip counselor, and cabin counselor. I 
study literature at the University of New Hampshire. 
Previously, I taught English at Springfield High School in 
Springfield, VT, and earned a B.A. at Grinnell College. I am 
co-editor of Bean Soup with Jack Stratton.” 
 
Porter Hill – Head of Program: “In my 18th summer at 
Pemi, I’m in charge of the overall instructional program, 
coach soccer and basketball, and teach Nature. Having just 
completed my fourth year as a second grade teacher at 
Greenwich Country Day School, I’m off to Stanford in the 
Fall to pursue a Master’s degree in Policy and 
Organizational Leadership Studies. I’m a 2003 graduate of 
Bowdoin College.” 
 
Larry Davis - Head of Nature Programs and Teaching: 
“Now in my 39th year on the staff, I’m a geologist and 
Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences at the 
University of New Haven. My B.A. is from Washington 
University in St. Louis and my Ph.D. from the University of 
Rochester. I am a member of the American Camp 
Association’s Task Force on Children in Nature, a flutist, 
and confess to an alter ego as Maurice Gagnon, World 
Champion Moose Caller.” 
 
Wayne Scott –  Associate Head of Nature.  “A graduate of 
Middlebury College, I spent ten years as staff naturalist for a 
natural history tour company leading trips to such diverse 
locations as the Amazon, the Arctic, Europe, and South 
America. I’ve taught middle and high school science and 
math for the past 17 years, currently at the Kyiv 
International School in Kyiv, Ukraine. My son, Charlie, is a 
second year camper here. I have been coming to Pemi since 
1999.” 
 
Deb Kure – Assistant Head of Nature. “After graduating 
from the University of Rochester with a Geological Sciences 
degree, I attended the Nature Instructors’ Clinic here at 
Pemi. That has led to fifteen years of outdoor science 
instructor work at camps, museums, and trip programs 
throughout the U.S.! After five and a half years with the 
Education Division of the Natural History Museum of Los 
Angeles County, I’m delighted to be a New England 
resident again, working in the Nature Program at Pemi.” 
 
Brian Mitchell – Head of Assistant Counselors: “I’m 
returning this year for my 9th summer at Pemi. I’ll be 
responsible for supervising and evaluating the Assistant 
Counselors and assisting all of the Program Heads. I’ll be 
coaching the 15’s soccer team as well. I graduated from 
Colby College and will be pursuing my Master’s In Private 
School Leadership in the Fall at Columbia University.” 
 



Ken Moore – Head of the Waterfront:  “In my 16th season 
at Pemi, I will be serving as the Head of the Waterfront and 
Assistant Head of Athletics. I graduated from Kenyon 
College, majoring in History, and received my Masters in 
Education through The Universty School’s Teacher 
Apprentice Program in Cleveland. In the Fall, I will be 
teaching 9th and 10th grade History at Lake Ridge Academy 
(my alma mater) just west of Cleveland and coaching golf, 
basketball, and track.” 
 
Trevor Tidd – Head of Shop: “I am a technology/IA 
teacher, from Casco, Maine. I am a Master Maine Guide and 
love the outdoors. I attended the University of Southern 
Maine for a B.S. and Thomas College for a Master’s degree. 
This year I hope to help many of the campers with their 
projects in the wood shop and enjoy Pemi to the fullest. My 
sons Zach and Sully are Pemi campers.”   
 
Brian Van Guilder – Head of Waterskiing: “I’m a resident 
of Piermont, New Hampshire I taught for several years at 
Oxbow High School near here and am a former assistant 
coach with the Dartmouth basketball program. I graduated 
from the University of Vermont in 1986. This is my twelfth 
season on the Pemi staff.” 
 
Jeff Greene - Head of Tennis: “This marks my tenth 
successive year as Director of Tennis at Pemi. I am a 
graduate of Vanderbilt University and have a Master’s 
degree in Sports Management/Administration from USC. 
This is my 27th year away at summer camp. I began 
coaching at my high school alma mater in New Rochelle in 
1985 and have coached at the collegiate level for almost 
twenty years.” 
 
Penelope Reed Doob – Director of Gilbert and Sullivan. “I 
grew up at Pemi before going off to Camp Interlaken for a 
number of summers. A graduate of Radcliffe with a Ph.D. 
from Stanford University, I live in Toronto, where I am a 
Professor of English at York University and former Chair of 
the Department of Dance. For years now I have returned to 
Lower Baker towards the end of the summer to direct the 
G&S operetta, doing what I can to continue the momentum 
my mother, Betsy, established when she produced the first 
show in 1951.” 
 
Charles Houmard – Musical Director of Gilbert and 
Sullivan. “From Hartford, Vermont, I am the Musical 
Director of G&S shows – this year The Mikado. An Oberlin 
graduate with an M.M. from Indiana and a Ph.D. in Music 
from the University of Texas, I spend my winters as Head of 
Music at the Pomfret School. This will be my ninth summer 
at Pemi.” 
 
Ian Axness – Co-Head of Music: “From Los Angeles, 
California, I’m a senior music major at Oberlin College, 

where I will be conducting, music directing, and 
accompanying throughout the 2008 – 09 academic year.  
This is my second year at Pemi: I will be teaching piano, a 
cappella, beginning music appreciation, and many of the 
Gilbert & Sullivan occupations, in addition to playing piano 
for performances of The Mikado.  On weekends, I’ll be 
organizing Saturday campfire, playing music for Sunday 
meeting, and practicing my Barred owl call.” 
 
Anna Ciglar – Head of Arts: “From Rindge, New 
Hampshire, I oversee a variety of popular art forms at Pemi. 
I am a science teacher at the Hampshire Country School, a 
bagpiper, and a competitive Highland dancer. I graduated 
from Boston University with a degree in Science Education. 
This will be my tenth year at Pemi.” 
 
Janet Duchaine (Fauver) – Utility Infielder: “I first visited 
Pemi in 1974 and worked here in 1975 after graduating from 
Tuck School at Dartmouth. My A.B. is from Smith College 
and I worked for CIGNA for nearly 25 years before 
founding a startup networking company. Since the first 
Rittner Run in 1983, I’ve enjoyed helping organize Pemi 
events including last summer’s Centennial Celebration, 
attended by 500 friends and alumni. This summer I will have 
a variety of roles, including the Pemi Store and Alumni 
Relations. I'm also very excited to be in the Gilbert and 
Sullivan as a schoolgirl.” 
 
Dottie Reed – Artistic Factotum: “Now in my 21st summer 
at Pemi, I don multiple caps daily. My arts and crafts 
occupations include ‘Rock-painting,’ in which we paint 
rocks to look like houses and buildings and ‘grow’ a town, 
and ‘Wooly Critters,’ a fiber arts craft using New Zealand 
wool and felting needles. I take photos for the Pemi web 
site, curate the annual art show, am a surrogate mom  as 
needed, and fill various and sundry other roles as required! 
Off-season, I design educational programming for school 
groups for Dickinson College’s art gallery. I am a graduate 
of Bucknell University.” 
 
The next few newsletters will bring you details about the trip 
program, our athletic challenges and feats, our varied music 
program, and all of the other various doings of your sons.  å 
bientot! 
                  -Tom Reed, Jr. and Jon Fauver, Directors 


